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(Currently Amended) A device for providing project data and/or project planning 
data o f converting data from a proorietarv format in an automation project or 
componen t, characterize d to a for m at defined bv a standardized meta format 
comprising a conversion apparatu s, and further comprising means for converting 
the data with a defined format into p roject data and/or project planning data with a 
proprietary forma t into data with a format which is defined by a standardiz e d 
meta language , in particular XML, and for converting back data with a format 
which is d e fin e d by a standardized meta languag e , in particular XML, into proj e ct 
data and/or project planning data with a proprietary format andm gans for 
providing the data with a defined format for fiirther processing. 

(Currently Amended) The device as claimod i n according to claim 1, 
charaot e riz e d in that it contain s fiirther comprising an export/import apparatus-*^ 
export ing/importing data from the devic e and into it, respectively . 

(Currently Amended) The device as claimed in on e of claims 1 or 2, 
oharaoterizod in tha t according to claim 2. wherein the conversion device and the 
export/import apparatus are embodied a&-en ein a single apparatus. 

(Currently Amended) The device as claimed in one of the preceding claims, 
charactorizcd b v according to claim L further comprising a data storage apparatus 
for storing the data with a defined format. 
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5. (Currently Amended) An engineering system bavij ^comnrising device as 
claimed in on e of claims 1 according to 4 rclaim 1. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method for providing project data and/or project 
planning data e ffrom an automation project or component, characteriz e d in 
tba tcomprising converting the project data and/or project planning data 
wt hhaving a proprietary format is convert e d into data with a format which is 
defined by a standardized meta languag e, in particular XML, and^high is made 
available for further processing. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed i n according to claim 6, 
charact e riz e d further comprising reading- in fea tand processing the data with a 
defined format is read in and procossod b y at least one software program product 
or tool . 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for providing project data and/or project 
planning data e ffrom an automation project or component, charact e rized in that 
at least one computer program product or tool gonoratos project data and/or 
proj e ct planning data or such data is g e n e rat e d comnrising generating by means of 
said -at least one computer program product or too l data in a proprietary format , 
an d making this dat a is made available for further processing in a format which is 
defined by a standardized meta languag e, in particular XML . 
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9. (Currently Amended) The method a s claim e d in one o f accordrng to claims 6 
teand 8, charact e riz e d in tha t further comprising storing data withh^ng a defined 
format is stored in a data storage apparatus. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method as claim e d in on e of claim s 7 to 9, 
charQctorizGd in tha t according to claim 7. wherein the at least ono software 
program product or tool i s selected fi"om a version administration tool, a CAD, 
CAM, CAE program, a cam disk tool, a productivity program or a project design 
tool. 

11. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in ono of claims 7 to 10, 
chamct e rized in tha t according to claim 7, further comprising exporting data with a 
defined format is export e d from th e at least on e software program productH^ 
particula r or tool into a device a q claim e d in on e of claims 1 to S. according to 
claim L 

12. (Currently Amended) The method as claim e d in claim 11, charact e riz e d in 
thataccordin g to claim 11, further comprising converting the data with a defined , 
format is conv e rt e d into project data and/or project planning data withhiYing a 
proprietary format. 
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